
Please Welcome the New Georgia Hands & Voices Executive Director: Deshonda Washington 

I, Terri Patterson, have been active with and have led the Georgia Chapter of Hands & Voices since a 

passionate group of four of us founded it in 2007. It is united with 43 other Chapters of Hands & Voices 

which now exist in the U.S., Canada and beyond. We are very proud to celebrate the one year 

anniversary of our GA H&V Guide By Your Side Program, supported through our partnership with the 

Georgia Department of Education, Division of State Schools. I have enjoyed meeting so many of you, 

learning from you and growing along with the development of this fabulous family support organization 

in our state working with families of Deaf and Hard of Hearing children, along with the many diverse 

professionals that support us. As the GA H&V GBYS Program Director and as a Chapter Support 

Coordinator for Hands & Voices Headquarters, I am thrilled to announce that Deshonda Washington will 

be officially stepping into the role of Executive Director of GA Hands & Voices on August 1, 2015. I will 

continue my participation on the Board of Directors, as I further develop and expand my other roles 

within the Hands & Voices organization. I have had a wonderful time as the Director and truly look 

forward to watching all of the wonderful ideas, passion and activities that Deshonda will continue to 

bring to this Chapter, the organization, and family support efforts in Georgia. Thank you for all of your 

support through the years and please join me in welcoming her.  

Deshonda Washington, Executive Director of GA Hands & Voices, is also a 

Parent Guide for the GA H&V Guide By Your Side Program. She has a 

background in training and design which has led her to the position of 

Parent-Advocacy Lead on the Board of Directors for GA Hands & Voices. 

Having a child with a hearing loss has prepared her for a lifelong journey 

of advocating for the needs of her daughter, Lauren. She is passionate 

about supporting Deaf/Hard of Hearing families across the state of 

Georgia. Deshonda has been trained as an educational advocate through 

the Hands & Voices Advocacy Support 

and Training (ASTra) program; she 

participates on the H&V HQ ASTra 

committee and has presented these 

supports around our state. Her ultimate 

goal is to empower parents of children with disabilities and ensure our 

Deaf/Hard of Hearing children reach their highest potential. Deshonda 

is married with three children Ashanti, Lauren and Lorenzo Jr. and 

resides in Marietta, GA.  She truly believes in the Hands & Voices motto, 

“What works for the child is what makes the choice right.” 

 

Sincerely, Terri Patterson 

 


